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HANDCRAFTED: Mamarial rasident and antrepreneur Carmien Arrrstrang has a passion for handerafted

silver jewelny.

Resident loves handcrafted items

m Mexican jewelry
inspires Memorial
businesswomen
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Carmen Armstrong  hnows
all abaat Tove at first sight.

That was the Memorial Vil-
lages resident’s response  the
first time she encountered the
handerafted silver jewelry made
in Taxeo, Mexico, two years ago.

“The pleces were extremely
uﬂitjué'." gl Armstrong, 50,

“Bany were based on pre-
Colombian moatdfs. 1 saw this,
and 1 was comgpletely capti-
vated.”

Armstrong was 20 taken with
thie jewelry that she made it the
tocws of her career. She left her
jolr in medical sales last year 1o
create her own online business,
Adormments Unlimited,  and
spread  the word about this
handerafted jewelny,

Adormments Unbimited  of-
fers wintape Mexican silver jew-
eliy, reproductions of the vin-
tage pieces and ociginal silver
designs. After one vear of busi-
ness, Armstrong is confident
she's doing the right thing

“Its exciting, and it°s defi-
mitely a4 wave of the future,” she
s

"1 yazt love the thnll of it
Whenever [ get a call, 1 never
know whao it will be from.”

Armstrong  already had 2
greal  appreciation for Latin
Adnerican culture before her in-
trgduction to Taxeo jewelry.

“When she was 15 she spent a
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W Ape: 50

u Commantty connection: Maemorial resident

m Quick guobe: “Wihen people sae the jewelry designs, they react
very favorably. s very joyful for me,” — Carman Armstrong

m Fastfack: During its heyday, Taxco, Mexics was a popular
towrssm spok for the rich and famous, from author &ldows
Huixley bo actors Jack Palance, Bette Cavis and Marilyn Monroe,

armaeg others, Armstrong said.

month immunizing people in
Bolivia with Amigos de  las
Ameericas, a noaprofit human
SETVICES OFEAnization.

Armstrong wedt on to make
numerous  vacation  teips o
Mexico as an adult, and in 2004
she traveled there a member of
Loz Amigos de Arte Popaular, an
orgamization that promotes the
Folk arts of Mexico,

That"s when Armstrong saw
handerafted pieces from what
che describes as the “jgolden age
of jewelry™ in Taxen, the 1930x
through the 19705,

It was completely different
than anything ["d seen hefore "
Armstrang said.

“It has a highly stylized
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Far her business, Armstrong
seeks those who were making
jewelry in Taxco during s
galden age, aleng with younger
silversmiths age 60 and under,
She trawels regularly to Taxco
about 100 miles southwest of
Mexics City,

She alse has been accepting
speaking engagements to teach
people about Taxcn, its artists
and their creations, She ree
cently spoke for Amigos del

Arte Popular and the Women's
Leadership Forum in Brenbum,

Her ultimate goal is o build a
e base of customers for Tax-
co's silversmiths.

Their jewelry was  quite
popular among the rich and fa-
mous during Taxco's heyday,
but is not as well known today.

Friend Anmed Muose of Me-
miceial i a fan of Taxeo jewelry,
too. She has traveled with Arm-
strong to Taxeo, where tley be-
friended Sigl Pineda, ane of the
few surviving master jewelsy
designers and artists from the
golden era.

“Carmen has gotten really
invilvesd in learning about Tax-
co’s history and the artisans,”
Musze said.

“We've both interested in
helping this art survive.”

AT A GLANCE

For more information abaut
Armstrong’s business ar
lining her up to speak, visit
www. adornmmentsunlimited.-
net, e-mail
Carmen@adormmentsunlimg-
ted.net ar call 832-563-3192,




